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NORTH SIDE FOODS TO EXPAND CUMMING, GA OPERATIONS

Expansion to add 55 jobs and allow company to double production capacity
CUMMING, GA — March 9, 2006 — North Side Foods, a leading producer of fully-
cooked pork sausage products and a subsidiary of Smithfield Foods, today announced
plans for an expansion of its manufacturing facility located in Cumming, Georgia.

“For several years the Cumming plant has been experiencing significant growth
and the time has come for us to expand our operations here,” said Robert Hofmann,
president of North Side Foods. “We are looking forward to continuing this growth
pattern to better serve our customers, further expand our workforce and continue to
contribute to the community.”

The expansion, set to be completed by December 2006, will increase processing
and warehouse space by more than 40,000 square feet to allow North Side Foods to
double its current production of fully-cooked breakfast sausage. The new production
line will include space for additional increases, and will utilize new automation to help
North Side to continue improving their processes. In addition, the expansion will allow
the company to hire more than 55 new employees who will be trained with the help of
Georgia’s “Quick Start” program.

“North Side Foods has been a proud member of the business community of
Central Georgia for more than 15 years and this expansion is a sign of our ongoing
commitment to the region,” said Ken Schneider assistant vice president of operations
for North Side Foods. “The expanded production line will utilize advanced
manufacturing processes that will allow us to continue to provide the best product in the

business in a more efficient and environmentally-friendly way.”
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North Side Foods was recently honored by the Forsyth-Cumming Chamber of
Commerce as the 2006 Small Business of the Year.

“Businesses like North Side Foods impress the Chamber with their growth,
direction and commitment to the community. Last year, North Side Foods created 50
new jobs and they are poised to do the same this year with the expansion. That's why
the Chamber honored them as the 2006 Small Business of the Year,” said James
McCoy, president and CEO of Cumming-Forsyth County Chamber of Commerce. “We
are excited for our entire community and thrilled to see to a longtime corporate citizen

continue to grow and make significant investments in Forsyth County.”

About North Side Foods

Established in 1909, North Side Foods is a family-operated company that, for five generations, has
produced high-quality pork products. Today, the company operates as a subsidiary of Smithfield Foods
and offers a complete line of fully cooked, fully browned, 100% pork sausage products. Under the Ember
Farms brand name, North Side offers a comprehensive product line that includes links, patties, and
sausage crumbles in a variety of flavors. With manufacturing facilities in Cumming, Georgia and Arnold,
Pennsylvania, North Side Foods employs more than 300 employees and produces over 110 million
pounds of product each year. North Side Foods is proud to be ISO 14001 Certified and a 2005 AMI
(American Meat Institute) Environmental Award recipient. Across the country, restaurants, schools and
other institutions choose North Side Foods’ sausage to create delicious meal solutions. For more
information about our products, visit our brand web site at www.emberfarms.com.
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